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August 23, 2016 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

I hope this letter finds you well and that you have been able to enjoy a peaceful and relaxing summer. I 
am looking forward to another successful school year. I am excited about welcoming the class of 2020 as 
well as preparing the class of 2017 for their journey into the post-secondary world. Recently, in 
Newsweek’s 2016 Top 500 Public High School Rankings, Lower Moreland placed 196 in the nation. Of 
the 30 Pennsylvania schools in the rankings, only 8 placed higher than LMHS. Among the data points in 

the survey is our graduation rate of 97.2 % and college bound seniors of 94.2 %. I appreciate the support 
of the community and school board as we work tirelessly to help each student find success.  We are 
looking forward to welcoming students on September 6, 2016! 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR 

Welcome New Staff:  I am happy to announce the following additions to the faculty:  Lindsey Arrimour 
(College and Career Counselor), Scott DeLange (Athletic Trainer), Michael Kirk (Social Studies), Julie 
O’Malley (Supervisor Student Services), Matthew Preedy (Science), Marie Robson (Math), Andrea Schill 
(Attendance Secretary and Administrative Assistant to Mr. Veneziale) Nicole Specht (Guidance 
Counselor), Samantha Varian (LTS Art). 

Student Code of Conduct:  The Student Code of Conduct has been updated for the 2016-2017 school 

year and includes changes in procedures and consequences for attendance and parking. Please become 

familiar with these policies. The code can be found online, as well as, in the student agenda book.  While 

essential parts of the code will be reviewed in forum at the beginning of the year, please review the 

expectations with your student.  You will be asked to acknowledge that you have done so in Home 

Access Center.       

Attendance Policy: LMHS will continue its full implementation of the PA state-mandated attendance 
policy. Student absences and tardies must be followed up with the appropriate blue or yellow card that 
contains an approved reason for the absence or lateness. Failure to submit cards within the necessary five 
day period following the absence or lateness will result in the absence being coded as unlawful (for those 

under seventeen years of age) and unexcused (for those seventeen or older). Repeated unlawful absences 
and accumulation of time from repeated late arrivals may result in a truancy referral to the local 
magistrate court. Students are expected to be on-time and present in school each day.  All students who 
arrive late to school must sign in with Mrs. Andrea Schill in the Main Office.  Excused reasons for 
absence or tardiness can be found on the website (http://www.lmtsd.org//Domain/495), in the student 
agenda book and on the cards, themselves.  Should you need assistance with student attendance, please 
contact the attendance secretary, Mrs. Andrea Schill, aschill@lmtsd.org. 

 

Parking Procedures: Applications for Student Parking Permits were due to Mr. Smith on August 23, 
2016.  The revised application was made available through the Virtual Backpack in June.  Due to 
continued concern about school safety, students will be assigned a specific parking spot, which will be 
assigned through a lottery.  Students may only park in the spot to which they have been assigned.  

Please be mindful when visiting LMHS to park in spots designated for visitors.  Visitors may also park in 
the bus loop by tennis courts between 7:30 AM and 2:00 PM each school day, as well as in the evening. 
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Assisting our Students: Lower Moreland High School is committed to maintaining a safe, positive 
learning environment for all students.  Concerns for students and their well-being can be reported to 
teachers, guidance counselors, nurse, administration and other staff.  The SAP team is an active part of 
our school and provides support to students experiencing problems involving drug and/or alcohol use or 
serious mental or emotional issues, such as depression.   Families, students, teachers and concerned staff 
members can make referrals to the SAP team.  Contact to make such a referral can occur through the 
guidance counselor or directly to Ms. Mary Kochaba, Community Counselor.  Concerns related to 

harassment/bullying can be reported anonymously or in person.  The Harassment/Bullying Reporting 
Form, found on our website in the virtual backpack, can be completed and placed in the mailbox outside 
of the cafeteria or handed in to any staff member.  Additionally, bullying reports can be made directly by 
phone (215-938-0220 ext. 2506) or by email to Mr. Veneziale, Assistant Principal, aveneziale@lmtsd.org. 
Such concerns will be investigated promptly. 

 

OPENING DAY OF SCHOOL 

All students report Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at the regular time, 7:25 AM. This will be a full day of 
school for students, with dismissal at 2:25 PM. Full bus runs will take place for all students.  Bus routes 
are available on the website.  A copy of the first day of school bell schedule, as well as, the daily bell 
schedule will be posted in the Virtual Backpack, located at www.lmtsd.org.  Student schedules will be 
made available through Home Access Center on the evening of August, 31, 2016.  Locker assignments 
and combinations will appear on the individual student schedules this year.  Beginning the 2016-2017 
school year, report cards will be available online, through Home Access Center. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Wednesday, September 7th has been designated for school bus evacuation drills.  Students who ride the 

bus will participate in this exercise upon their arrival to school.  Bus drivers will direct the drills and 

provide students with important safety information. 

No Place For Hate: Lower Moreland School District is adopting the Anti-Defamation League’s No Place 

For Hate Initiative. This framework provides opportunities to create and maintain a positive school 

climate through combating bias, bullying and hatred. This initiative certainly meshes with our philosophy 

that all students can thrive and that each student must feel an sense of comfort and belonging in our 

schools.  

Friday, September 9th - Spencer West -  Murray Avenue students and high school students will listen to 

Spencer West regarding his amazing accomplishments. His website proclaims: “Spencer’s words have 

encouraged millions to stand up to difficult times, face challenges, embrace change, and learn the tangible 

skills each one of us can use to redefine what is possible both for organizations and individuals”. I believe 

that Mr. West’s message will resonate well with our students and staff.  

Thursday, September 15th is Back to School Night.  Our evening will begin with a welcome session in 

the auditorium at 7:00 PM, followed by classroom visitations until 9:00 PM.  We look forward to 

welcoming you to meet your student’s teachers.   

I am looking forward to working with you and your students and wish you the best for a successful and 
productive year.       

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. William J. Miles 

Principal 
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